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Disaster Preparedness
Hopefully we will never experience a fire ravaging our home, yet we plan ahead -- install fire alarms & smoke detectors

and purchase insurance.  We certainly hope we’ll never be involved in a car accident, yet we have airbags and wear seat

belts (and should have our dogs and cats safely restrained in crates or belts as well) to keep ourselves safe.  We even\

prepare our kids for taking a fall by strapping them into helmets and knee pads when they bike or skate.  

Being prepared makes sense as we can minimize the potential harm caused to our loved ones, however…most of us are

not prepared for a major disaster?  Complacency spreads during periods of no major events and can become a huge

impediment to quick and efficient response.  “BE PREPARED” works for 

the Scouts, and it’s a motto we should carry into our adult lives.  Planning

ahead is the best way to keep yourself and your animals safe during a

disaster.

AT THE VERY LEAST, assemble the following before disaster strikes:

1. Put together a GRAB & GO BAG for your pets.   This can be a backpack

or better yet…a crate or carrier large enough to contain each pet.  Inside

you  should have:

a.  A two-week supply of food for each pet stored in airtight containers.  

This should be rotated at least  twice a year to insure it is fresh.  

Remember a manual can opener if you feed canned food.

b.  A two-week supply of water for each pet (count on 1 gallon per pet per day).  Do not store this in direct sunlight to  

prevent algae growth and do not store plastic containers directly on concrete as  they will start to leach chemicals  

and container will break down.  This also should be rotated – every few months to be sure it’ll taste good when you 

need it.

c.  A two-week supply of any medications taken by your animals.  Remember to change out regularly so that you don’t 

have expired meds.

d.  A waterproof container with:

Each of your pet’s vaccination records.

Photos of your pet with your family members as proof of ownership.

Micro-chip records.

Pet’s favorite treats, chew toys, bedding, food & water dishes. 

Remember  litter, scoop & box for kitties.

Disinfectant for cleaning crates, paper towels, flashlight, zip ties, human needs.

Pet First-Aid Kit.

2. Always have a collar & tag on your pets and get them micro-chipped.  Also have a leash, harness and crate or 

carrier for each pet.

3. Learn Pet First-Aid & CPR so that you know pet-specific skills to aid an ill or injured pet.

4. Include your pets in your Family Emergency Plan and know of several locations where you can take your animals in 

the event you must evacuate your neighborhood.

5.  Affix an Emergency Alert Sticker near your front door so that Emergency Personnel will know to look for your animals if 

you are not  home.


